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HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY — REFORMS 
936. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s tremendous efforts to promote the hospitality industry of Western Australia, 
particularly by removing hurdles to obtain liquor licences. Can the minister please outline to the house the results 
so far of the significant reform made under the Liquor Control Amendment Act 2018? 
Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for the question. He is renowned as a great champion of small business. 
I have been with him in his electorate and met small businesses. I have experienced their support of him firsthand. 
It is doubtless that he has a reputation for his knowledge of the importance of having a lively, thriving, vibrant 
hospitality sector in his electorate. In fact, I think he may even be building a reputation similar to Mick Murray in 
the metro area when it comes to supporting the hospitality outlets in Perth! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: There is no-one in Western Australia with a more solid reputation for supporting hospitality 
outlets than Mick Murray. 
I am happy to report that when we passed those liquor reforms, they were the most substantial since the last liquor 
reforms by a WA Labor government, under the now Premier, way back in 2007. The reforms last year have had 
a significant impact. We have made it easier by removing some of the burden on small businesses, the hospitality 
sector and tourism outlets as a consequence of coming up with new ideas and enacting some of the findings of 
a statutory review that was done by the previous government, which started way back in 2012, was delivered in 
2013 and on which nothing happened until we took office. It is really gratifying to see the outcome. Since we 
changed the law, a total of 177 licences have been granted without the requirement of a public interest assessment. 
That is 177 small businesses that have not had to go through the onerous process that invariably draws people 
out of the woodwork to make spurious claims. Seventy-four restaurants and 22 small bars are included in that 
number. That is a great outcome. Forty-eight ongoing hours extended trading permits have been issued that are 
now up to 10 years—double the length of time they were under the previous government and the previous regime. 
Forty restaurant licences have been issued without a meal permit—licences for servicing liquor without a meal. 
There was a permit requirement before we changed the law. That has been removed. We have removed some of 
those onerous obligations around delivering good service and creating a vibrant, attractive small business and 
hospitality sector that supports our tourism industry. It is great to see our initiatives result in benefits to small 
businesses across the state. The McGowan government is the friend of small business. We are not the ones who put 
up land tax on three occasions over eight and a half years. We are not the ones who massively increased household 
costs, which have a flow-on effect on small business. We are the ones who listen to small business and help them 
build visitor numbers to the state and make it easier to operate hospitality outlets right across the state. 
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